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Cieľ

The course focuses on two main subjects. The first one is the general problem of interpretation of the 
Plato’s dialogues (historical and philosophical contexts, dating of dialogues, “Developmentalists” vs. 
“Unitarian” position, etc.) The second main subject deals with detailed analysis of the dialogue Meno: 1) 
the problem of definition; 2) the stingray image and Meno’s paradox; 3) the recollection; 4) virtue is 
teachable vs. virtue cannot be taught; 5) virtue as true believe and Athenian politics.

Podmienky na absolvovanie predmetu

Assessment of student essay (50%), colloquial exam (50%). Standardised grading system A: 100-94, B: 
93-88, C: 87-82, D: 81-76, E: 75-70, Fx: 69-0 points.

Záverečné hodnotenie

Assessment of student essay (50%), colloquial exam (50%). Standardised grading system A: 100-94, B: 
93-88, C: 87-82, D: 81-76, E: 75-70, Fx: 69-0 points.

Váha hodnotenia predmetu (priebežné/záverečné)

0/100

Výsledky vzdelávania

The course focuses on two main subjects. The first one is the general problem of interpretation of the 
Plato’s dialogues (historical and philosophical contexts, dating of dialogues, “Developmentalists” vs. 
“Unitarian” position, etc.) The second main subject deals with detailed analysis of the dialogue Meno: 1) 
the problem of definition; 2) the stingray image and Meno’s paradox; 3) the recollection; 4) virtue is 
teachable vs. virtue cannot be taught; 5) virtue as true believe and Athenian politics.

Stručná osnova predmetu

Lectures - Historical-political background of Plato's work, place of Plato in the history of philosophy. - Style 
and form of Plato dialogues, time sequence of dialogues, method of stylometry. Dialogue Menon: - 
Opening of the dialogue: 70a-71d and the first definition of areté: 71e-73c. lesson in definition: 73c – 77d - 
Third definition of areté: 77b – 79e, Menon as an interview partner - Menon's likeness Socrates to Paradise: 
79e-80d - So-called. The "Menon" paradox: 80d-81a - Analysis of anamnesis 81a-e - lesson of geometry 
82b – 85d and conclusion of the passage about medical history: 86b6 – c2 - Ex hypotheseosis method: 86c 



– 87c - Areté can be taught: 87c – 89c versus areté not taught: 89e – 96d - Areté as a true opinion: 96d – 
100b in the form of an analytical text seminar) - Meno 70a – 71d - Meno 71e – 73c - Meno 73c – 77d - Meno 
77b – 79e - Meno 79e – 80d - Meno 80d – 81a - Meno 81a – e - Meno 82b – 85d - Meno 86c– 87c - Meno 87c – 
89c - Meno 89e – 96d - Meno 96d – 100b

Sylabus predmetu

Lectures - Historical-political background of Plato's work, place of Plato in the history of philosophy. - Style 
and form of Plato dialogues, time sequence of dialogues, method of stylometry. Dialogue Menon: - 
Opening of the dialogue: 70a-71d and the first definition of areté: 71e-73c. lesson in definition: 73c – 77d - 
Third definition of areté: 77b – 79e, Menon as an interview partner - Menon's likeness Socrates to Paradise: 
79e-80d - So-called. The "Menon" paradox: 80d-81a - Analysis of anamnesis 81a-e - lesson of geometry 
82b – 85d and conclusion of the passage about medical history: 86b6 – c2 - Ex hypotheseosis method: 86c 
– 87c - Areté can be taught: 87c – 89c versus areté not taught: 89e – 96d - Areté as a true opinion: 96d – 
100b in the form of an analytical text seminar) - Meno 70a – 71d - Meno 71e – 73c - Meno 73c – 77d - Meno 
77b – 79e - Meno 79e – 80d - Meno 80d – 81a - Meno 81a – e - Meno 82b – 85d - Meno 86c– 87c - Meno 87c – 
89c - Meno 89e – 96d - Meno 96d – 100b

Odporúčaná literatúra

PLATO: 2005. Meno. In Meno and Other Dialogues. Translated with an Introduction and Notes by Robin 
Waterfield. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 190 s., ISBN 978–0–192–80425–9.
Plato’s Meno. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 238 s., ISBN 978-0-511-14655-8.

Jazyk, ktorého znalosť je potrebná na absolvovanie predmetu

English


