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Cieľ

The course focuses on two highly debated bioethical issues - biomedical donations and human embryonic 
stem cells. 1. Altruistic principle in organ, tissue and cell biomedical donations. Biomedical donation is 
rooted in the altruistic ethical principle. However, it seems it does not work in reality as one would wish. In 
fact, human body turns into a commodity, there is a growing international black market with organ 
transplantation. What can be done? 2. Regenerative medicine and human embryonic stem cells. Isolation 
of embryonic stem cells from early human embryos as an ethical dilema in modern medicine. What is a 
difference between reproductive and therapeutical cloning?

Podmienky na absolvovanie predmetu

Assessment of student essay (50%), colloquial exam (50%). Standardised grading system A: 100-94, B: 
93-88, C: 87-82, D: 81-76, E: 75-70, Fx: 69-0 points.

Záverečné hodnotenie

Assessment of student essay (50%), colloquial exam (50%). Standardised grading system A: 100-94, B: 
93-88, C: 87-82, D: 81-76, E: 75-70, Fx: 69-0 points.

Váha hodnotenia predmetu (priebežné/záverečné)

0/100

Výsledky vzdelávania

The course focuses on two highly debated bioethical issues - biomedical donations and human embryonic 
stem cells. 1. Altruistic principle in organ, tissue and cell biomedical donations. Biomedical donation is 
rooted in the altruistic ethical principle. However, it seems it does not work in reality as one would wish. In 
fact, human body turns into a commodity, there is a growing international black market with organ 
transplantation. What can be done? 2. Regenerative medicine and human embryonic stem cells. Isolation 
of embryonic stem cells from early human embryos as an ethical dilema in modern medicine. What is a 
difference between reproductive and therapeutical cloning?



Stručná osnova predmetu

Definition of bioethics.
History of biomedicine. Hippocratic oath and tradition.
Ethics of assisted reproduction technology – in vitro fertilisation, embryo selection, human hybrid 
chimeras, liberal eugenics.
Biopolitics 1: international and domestic abortion law.
Biopolitics 2: international and domestic human embryonic stem cells law.
Ethics of euthanasia: active, passive and assisted.
Biopolitics 3: international and domestic euthanasia law
Altruism and body commodification: ethics of human cells and organs donation, transplantation and donor 
protection.
Biopolitics 4: transplantation law and the global black market.
Human genetics and modern biotechnolgy in medicine: ethical aspects of genetic biobanks and
human genome sequencing
Biopolitics 5: international human DNA legislative, right to privacy.
Human enhancement versus therapy: transhumanism and posthumanism
Biomedical research: ethical and legislative aspects, role and function of biomedical committees.

Sylabus predmetu

Definition of bioethics.
History of biomedicine. Hippocratic oath and tradition.
Ethics of assisted reproduction technology – in vitro fertilisation, embryo selection, human hybrid 
chimeras, liberal eugenics.
Biopolitics 1: international and domestic abortion law.
Biopolitics 2: international and domestic human embryonic stem cells law.
Ethics of euthanasia: active, passive and assisted.
Biopolitics 3: international and domestic euthanasia law
Altruism and body commodification: ethics of human cells and organs donation, transplantation and donor 
protection.
Biopolitics 4: transplantation law and the global black market.
Human genetics and modern biotechnolgy in medicine: ethical aspects of genetic biobanks and
human genome sequencing
Biopolitics 5: international human DNA legislative, right to privacy.
Human enhancement versus therapy: transhumanism and posthumanism
Biomedical research: ethical and legislative aspects, role and function of biomedical committees.
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